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MR. TAMBASCO: I'm Mike Tambasco with the 

World Trade Center Task Force. We are in the main 

conference room on the fourth floor at Metrotech 

in BITS. The time is 1632 hours. 

Q. The subject of the interview today is? 

A. Firefighter Daniel Lynch, assigned to Ladder 
company 7. I'm presently detailed to the Fire 
Commissioner's office as an aide to the Fire 
Commissioner. 

Q. Would you be good enough to just tell us your 
story right from the beginning. 

A. On the morning of September 11, I was on my 
way to the medical office. I was not on duty that 
day. I live on Staten Island. I was just about at the 
Verrazano Bridge when I heard a radio report that there 
was a fire at the World Trade Center. I changed radio 
stations to a news station, at which point I heard that 
there was a plane crash and they were interviewing 
Civilians that had witnessed it. There were several 
different accounts; small plane, large plane, so on and 
so forth. 

It became apparent that it was a large 
plane. By the time I got on to the Verrazano Bridge, I 


certainly could see that there was a large fire going 
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on at the World Trade Center. There was a large amount 
of smoke coming from that area. I was continuing on to 
go to the medical office, which is at Fire Department 
headquarters. 

At some point in the radio broadcast they had 
mentioned that another plane had hit the other tower. 
I could visualize that from where I was on the 
Gowanus. Traffic was starting to build up. I got off 
the Gowanus and was taking the side streets. Along the 
side streets I remember not only traffic being heavy, 
but large amounts of people coming out of the subway 
stations. Everything seemed to be kind of quiet. Kind 
of an amazing thing. I guess I imagined that it must 
have been like it might have been years ago during war 
time, you know. 

Obviously after the second plane hit it was 
obvious to me and apparent to the news outlets that I 
was listening to that this was some type of a 
purposeful terrorist attack. Sometime in that trip I 
had heard over the radio that there was a total recall 
of all Fire Department personnel. I was on my way to 
headquarters anyhow, so there wasn't anything different 
that I would have done. I can recall just getting to 


the back of Metrotech. There is a -- on Flatbush 
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Avenue. A van in front of me stopped, a fire officer 
got out of the van because I believe it was Engine 
Company 236 was en route down Flatbush Avenue, towards 
the Manhattan Bridge. A fire officer waved the Engine 
Company down and asked if they could wait for him to 
get on while he parked his van. They said they would 
wait. He parked his van behind Fire Department 
headquarters, grabbed his gear and got on. 

I checked into it in the next day or two and 
it was Lieutenant Edward D'Atri assigned to Squad one, 
who was lost in the World Trade Center. When I finally 
got into the building I went upstairs to the 8th floor, 
asked what to do, what we should be doing. Basically 
the only people that were left on the 8th floor were 
some of the secretarial staff with the exception of 
Mike Vecchi. Mike was not aware of anything in 
specific that we should be doing right now other than 
let's sit and wait and find some direction as to what 
might happen. 

A short while later, somebody had said that 
the first building had collapsed and certainly was very 
much a surprise to myself and anybody else that was 
present. When that building collapsed we had not heard 


from any of the staff on the scene, anybody from Ray 
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Goldbach, the Commissioner's executive assistant, to 
the Commissioner, to the First Deputy Commissioner. 
Commissioner Fitzpatrick, Chief Ganci, Chief Nigro, 
anybody that I could think of that we would have heard 
from on the 8th floor they hadn't heard from yet. 

I had made a determination that we needed to 
try to contact them in some fashion and I was in the 
process of getting a list of Nextel phone numbers so we 
could start to call them on the Nextel phone number. 

We didn't have the Nextel available to us to just beep 
them on the walkie talkie portion of the Nextel so I 
wanted the phone numbers. 

In the process of procuring them, I ran into 
a Firefighter Patrick Cleary, who works in the press 
office. He was going to go over to the scene. Bear in 
mind that both myself and Pat Cleary were dressed in 
sneakers, shorts and T shirts. He said -- he asked me 
if we had any gloves around. I found a couple of pairs 
of work gloves in the Commissioner's office. I asked 
one of the secretaries up on the 8th floor if she could 
try to call as many people on the Nextel list as 
possible and has she got in contact or has anybody 
contacted her to start to develop a list of those 


people. At least we would start with some type of 
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tracking point for senior staff, I guess was the 
thought in my head. Pat Cleary had in mind that he had 
to track down Commissioner Gribbon, who was his direct 
supervisor in the office of public information, who he 
had also not heard from. 

We took the Commissioner's spare Suburban and 
headed over towards the towards the site. As we 
crossed the Manhattan Bridge, there were numerous 
people walking across the bridge, obviously had been 
involved in the collapse of the first building. Some 
people with no shoes. Some people with -- certainly 
everybody was in disarray. 

We drove down along Bowery to Park Row South 
and as we got closer to City Hall, it started to be the 
development of the dust that was still floating 
around. We got to the end of City Hall Park. There 
was certainly some traffic problems, some increased 
dust condition. There was some firefighters in 
different areas starting to muster up in the area and 
head down towards the World Trade Center plaza. 

Traffic caused us to go north on Broadway to 
Murray Street. We attempted to get masks from several 
different ambulance services and finally on the corner 


of Murray Street and Broadway there was an ambulance 
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there that had a couple of extra masks for us. 

Just as we got the masks and were trying to 
figure out what we were going to do next as far as head 
in what direction, we started to hear a rumble that was 
about a thousand times more intense than the sound of 
the subway that runs underneath the ground, but 
something similar to that. Like I said, a thousand 
times more intense. With that, somebody came running 
around the corner and I always make the comment that I 
don't think his feet were touching the ground. To me I 
would assume it was a police officer. He had a badge 
around his neck. He was holding a handkerchief over 
his mouth and he was saying run run run, the building 
is coming down. There were some other people behind 
him. The dust cloud was right behind them. We dove 
back into the Suburban. By the time we got the windows 
rolled up and the doors closed there was already a dust 
condition inside the vehicle and then it just was like 
several minutes of I say black snow, because the debris 
and the dust just kept coming down on us. 

We really had no idea what we were going to 
do. Even if I had decided to drive the vehicle, if I 
knew that I was going straight up Broadway, then maybe 


we could get further away from the building, but there 
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was a vehicle blocking me and I couldn't do that, so it 
was just a matter of let's wait and see what happens. 
Afterwards, several days later I asked Pat Cleary what 
we did. For the most part we were just like oh, shit 
what are we going to do. 

When the dust settled, we got -- proceeded to 
go down Murray Street across Church Street, across West 
Street, sorry that's West Broadway. 

Q. West Broadway? 

A. I think at one of the intersections of West 
Broadway possibly or possibly Greenwich Street, there 
was a fire truck there and we came up with the idea 
that maybe we could use some tools from the fire 
truck. It was Ladder 124's rig. 

We got off. There wasn't much left on 124's 
rig because they had obviously taken a good portion of 
their own tools with them. But we did take one or two 
axes, there was a flashlight. We took a Herst tool. 

We took an oxygen bag and thermal imaging camera. 

At that point I also ran into a Firefighter 
that I know from 4 Engine, who I believe was the MPO of 
4 Engine that day. His name was Bob Humphrey. Bob was 
rattled to say the least. He mentioned that he thinks 


his rig was crushed. He thinks his guys were crushed. 
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He is not sure. He didn't know where he was going. I 
just mentioned to him make sure that somebody knows 
where you are, wherever you go make sure somebody knows 
that that's where you are. 

We continued down in the Suburban down to 
West Street. When we got to West Street it was like a 
movie type of scene. There was about a foot half deep 
of paper and dust and any movement created more of a 
dust cloud. The first people we came across were 
several firefighters and Chiefs. The one Chief was 
Chief McNally, who I believe is a Deputy Chief. He was 
in the process of trying to set up a command post. We 
walked down further towards the site, which would be 
Barclay or Vesey Street. I think on the intersection 
of Vesey Street and West Street I saw Chief Hayden, a 
Deputy Chief from the First Division. Chief Hayden was 
aware of who I was because I know him, but certainly 
was also obviously rattled. Both of these two Chiefs 
were covered with dust, so they were certainly part of 
whatever happened. 

We decided to continue down to look for 
anybody, the main mission being the senior staff, 
although anybody that was found. I had had the thermal 


imaging camera. I had looked around, there were fire 


10 
D. LYNCH 


trucks crushed, fire trucks on fire, cars, trucks, not 
all on fire, but several on fire, large pieces of 
steel. I guess some of the sheathing from the 
building, I don't know if it's aluminum or what, but 
other types of metal. The foot bridge was down, which 
I think was considered the north foot bridge. 

We had turned on the thermal imaging camera, 
made a pass underneath some rigs, underneath the 
walkway that was crushed down. I can remember looking 
under the walkway and seeing a crushed fire truck. I 
don't know what company it was, but the lights still 
being on even though it was crushed down. 

At one point I ran into a firefighter -- a 
Fire Lieutenant I think from Rescue 1. Name I'm not 
sure of. At that point he had started to climb over 
some rigs and go into another area underneath that foot 
bridge and being that I didn't have any equipment at 
that time, I thought it best that I hand off the 
thermal imaging camera to him and go and try to procure 
equipment if I was going to stick around the scene any 
longer. 

I do recall somebody being, I think what it 
might have been the top floor of 6 World Trade Center, 


which was also looked like it was from a movie set the 
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way it was devastated. From the top floor window, 
which would be the northwest corner and I do believe 
there was somebody with an apparatus making an attempt 
to possibly get a ladder up to that person. I don't 
know what the end result of that was. 

When I walked back towards the corner of West 
Street and Vesey Street, I saw Commissioner Gribbon and 
Lieutenant McLaughlin, who also works in the Fire 
Commissioner's office. I proceeded to go inside what I 
guess is 3 World Financial Center, the American Express 
building, make a phone call on a pay phone to Fire 
Department headquarters where I told them that I had 
accounted for Commissioner Gribbon and Lieutenant 
McLaughlin and I was also informed by them that 
Commissioner Von Essen and Captain Goldbach were at the 
quarters of 24 Engine. I told the girl who answered 
the phone, who was Sandy, to make sure that she reached 
out to their wives and let them know that we had 
accounted for them. 

I had also questioned them if they saw anyone 
else, such as Commissioner Feehan, Chief Ganci, Chief 
Nigro or Commissioner Fitzpatrick or Commissioner 
Tierney. They had said that they had seen them but 


they weren't quite sure whether they saw them after 
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both buildings had come down or not. I didn't make the 
assumption that they were accounted for at that point. 

I was heading back up to Murray Street where 
the Suburban was parked and at that time I think told 
Lieutenant McLaughlin that I was going to go to 24 
Engine and see what the boss was doing and see what he 
needed. At which point I walked back up to Murray 
Street. There were some more firefighters starting to 
gather at that point. Chief McNally was still there, I 
think a Chief, Mark Ferran was there, several people, 
Louis Garcia was there, Chief Garcia. At that point I 
said I'm going to go up to 24 Engine. I got in the 
vehicle and made my way up West Street to 24 Engine's 
quarters. 

When I got to 24 Engine's quarters, the 
Mayor's people were there. The Fire Commissioner was 
there and his executive assistant, Ray Goldbach. They 
were having a little bit of a meeting behind one of the 
offices. I acknowledged them through the glass 
window. When he came out, he asked me what was going 
on. I told him what I had known, what I had just been 
previously said and that I had a vehicle here for him, 
what did he want to do. He said well, just stick 


around, let's see what we are going to do. There was a 
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brief press conference. 

We went from 24 Engine's quarters to the 
Police Academy, where we started to set up a temporary 
command post or a command center I should say. Also 
with us at that time were 2 fire Marshals, Fire Marshal 
Mike Owney, who is now promoted to Lieutenant, and Rich 
-- I'm not sure what Rich's last name is. Somewhere 
along the lines they had come across Commissioner Von 
Essen and they had said to him if nobody is with you we 
will stick with you and be secured and he agreed to 
that and they did that. 

At the command center on the 6th floor of the 
Police Academy, we had gotten some phones that we could 
utilize and we were starting to do whatever we possibly 
could as far as get information from the scene, get 
information from headquarters, kind of regroup ina 
way . 

There was many meetings that the Commissioner 
and the Mayor had in and out of offices. I guess at 
one point the Governor showed up and some additional 
press conferences. I guess at one one point, some 
additional staff came, such as some of the other 
Commissioners' drivers and at one point when we first 


got there, being that I was in the shorts and T-shirt 
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when I first dropped the boss off and found out where 
we were and what we were doing, I told him that I was 
going to go get a uniform, so I stopped by my own fire 
house, which is Ladder company 7, a few blocks away 
from the Police Academy and I got my bunker gear and 
some work duty clothing. 

Then I also went to Engine 39 where we parked 
the Commissioner's vehicle and I got my uniform and 
proceeded back down to the Police Academy. One thing 
that I noticed when I was going to 39 Engine, which is 
on 67 Street between Third and Lex, the New York City 
blood bank is on 67 Street between First and Second and 
there was a line all the way around the corner of 
people to donate blood. I felt that this thing had 
just happened minutes ago and I was kind of amazed at 
that, you know. 

We went back down to the command center. 
Probably spent the next several hours going back and 
forth from the site to the command center for several 
different reasons. The possibility of some recoveries, 
to get information, to get some communication set up, 
whether it was by cellphone or by 800 megahertz 
radios. Communications I know it was a difficult 


situation in the beginning. 
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I believe it was about 10 o'clock at night, 
we were back down at the scene along with -- I can 
remember Chief Fellini being there and the 
Commissioner. It seemed like they were trying to gear 
up for whatever the tasks were going to be for the 
overnight. Lighting was an issue, we were getting some 
lighting, heavy equipment was an issue. That was 
coming in. I remember earlier in the day there was a 
meeting and I don't recall exactly who was there or 
where it was at, but we talked about how it was going 
to get dark fast and we needed equipment. 

There were many issues about the amount of 
people that were there and how we could control them 
and the amount of apparatus that was there and how we 
could control that and certainly seemed to be a 
monumental task in the late hours of that day, but the 
early stages of the whole operation. 

That's pretty much a good synopsis of the 
first day. I think by the time we finished up that 
first day it was probably around 2 or 3 a.m. By the 
time we dropped the Commissioner off and tried to get 
some semblance of what we needed to do from our 
standpoint of view as the Commissioner's aides. Picked 


them up the following morning at 6 a.m. and that became 
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a routine for about seven days. I think that's pretty 
much it as far as that first day. 

Q. Anything else you would like to add to it, 
just -- 

A. The only thing it's something that I'm sure 
many people have said and I just recall that those 
first -- those first minutes from the time that sound 
started, the rumbling started to occur and the dust 
started to fall and then stopped to get gear and 
equipment from the fire truck and then continue down to 
West Street and getting there and seeing the crushed 
fire trucks, crushed cars, vehicles on fire. It was 
like a movie set. 

It was amazing and the people that I did see 
and I didn't see anybody that was hurt physically at 
least serious. But all the people I saw certainly were 
rattled, understandably rattled, but because might not 
have been able to get the answer that you wanted out of 
them, you know, but understandably. 

As time went on we had heard of some of the 
fatalities and we were hopeful in many cases about 
certain people that unfortunately didn't pan out. I 
guess Father Judge and Commissioner Feehan and Chief 


Ganci were the first three majors that came across and 
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what can we say about that, you know. It was obvious 
from early on to us that the toll on the Department, 
whatever the numbers might have been at that time in 
anybody's head, it was going to be heavy. Certainly 
knew that it was something that the Department, nobody 
could have ever believed was happening. Oh well. 

Before September 11, yes, yes, sure, that 
will never happen. After September 11 I think we all 
know that anything can happen. 

MR. TAMBASCO: All right then. I thank you 

for your interview. The interview concludes at 


1656 hours. 


